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Ralph Handsaker, 1956

Interior of egg showing 

dried albumen and yolk 

containing DNA of value for 

future analyses of long-

dead birds. Remember 

Jurassic Park? 



In an unusual twist of fate, like Ralph, I also became 

an egg collector when I traveled to Alaska in 1986, 

1987, and 1988 to collect 50 trumpeter swan eggs 

each year. However, I brought the eggs back to 

Minnesota where they were hatched and later 

released to begin a new population in Minnesota.   

Part of Ralph’s egg collection       My trumpeter swan eggs











DNR NONGAME WILDLIFE PROGRAM

CREATED 2/2/1977



MN DNR NONGAME WILDLIFE

PROGRAM “4-H” MODEL

HABITAT BENEFITS

HOLISTIC                      HIGH PROFILE

APPROACH                      PROJECTS 

HANDS-ON

OPPORTUNITIES









COLONIAL WATERBIRD REPORTS

(16 SPECIES)

YEAR   # OBSERVERS # COLONIES

1978 93 219

1979 90+ 220*

* Included discovery of Lamprey Pass 

colony which became the first acquisition 

using Nongame Wildlife Fund donations





















SANDHILL CRANE REPORTS, 1977-79

# OBSERVERS # REPTS # CRANES

1977              56         133           4182

1978              60         147           1545        

1979              47          114           5931









COMMON LOON SURVEY

Year # Observers

1979 255

1980                    542







UNCOMMON WILDLIFE OBSERVATIONS

YEAR     # OBSERVERS   # OBSERVATIONS

1977 150+                       300

1978                150+                      893

1979                170                        700+



















Henderson Birding Trips

1987-2010 

Cumulative Bird Records

30,147 bird sightings

3,564 migrant bird sightings



77 sites visited by 

Henderson birding 

trips, 1987-2010



Wilson’s Warbler





1. Baltimore Oriole 318

2. Chestnut-sided Warbler 281

3. Summer Tanager 210

4. Tennessee Warbler                 195

5. Spotted Sandpiper 164

6. Wilson’s Warbler 152

MIGRANT BIRD SIGHTINGS IN COSTA RICA



7.  Yellow Warbler 145

8.  Broad-winged Hawk 135

9.  Great Blue Heron 113

10. Black-and-white Warbler 112

11. Osprey                                       107

12. Black-throated Green Warbler  84



Costa Rica Life Zones







Tropical dry 

forest

Elevation: Sea level-2,300’ 

Rainfall: 40-80 inches/yr



Tropical dry forest



Tropical dry forest

Lowland wetlands



Ruby-throated Hummingbird

20 sightings





Blue-winged Teal

25 sightings





Great Blue Heron

113 sightings





Osprey

107 sightings





Peregrine Falcon

25 sightings





Tropical moist forest



Barn Swallow

74 sightings





Baltimore Oriole

318 sightings





Tropical wet forest



Wood Thrush

38 sightings





Broad-winged Hawk

135 sightings





Chestnut-sided Warbler

281 sightings





Premontane  moist forest



Rose-breasted Grosbeak

78 sightings





Swainson’s hawk







Santa Cruz

Swainson’s Hawk

Passage Route   

observed in 

Bolivia, 

March 17, 1996 



Swainson’s Hawk

(6000 mile migration)



Cerrado habitat in 

eastern Bolivia





Peg-billed finch

January 26, 1990

Cerro de la Muerte, 

Costa Rica



January 29, 1990. Humpback whales with 

calves were discovered and photographed 

offshore from Drake Bay and Caño Island.



I photographed flukes from 4 whales and two 

were documented from offshore California.





Based on these two photos, Costa Rican and Nobel 
Laureate President Oscar Arias created BALLENA MARINE 
NATIONAL PARK to protect the wintering and calving 
grounds for the humpback whales—21.2 square miles! 







THE LEGACY OF TRUMPETER SWAN # 9

A pair of swans from the MN Zoo were 

released at the Tamarac NWR in spring of 

1987. They nested in 1889. Five cygnets 

hatched & one survived.  It was banded with 

band # 619-17822 and with wing tag # 9.



IN 1989, THESE SWANS MIGRATED TO 

MONTICELLO WHERE THEY WINTERED ON 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER BY THE HOME OF 

JIM AND SHEILA LAWRENCE. SHEILA FED 

THE SWANS WINTERING THERE EVERY DAY 

IN THE WINTER FOR 24 YEARS!





SHEILA RECORDED THE NUMBERS OF ALL 

WING TAGS AND LEG BANDS FOR HUNDREDS 

OF MARKED SWANS. SHE ALSO RECORDED 

THE NUMBER OF CYGNETS ACCOMPANYING 

EACH MARKED SWAN. 



NO. 9 WINTERED AT MONTICELLO 

FROM 1990 TO 2014. 





January 1997





On January 10, 1997, # 

113 waded out of the 

Mississippi River at 

Monticello. 



# 113’s leg band was visible 



Swan # 113 was collected 

as an egg by Carrol in the 

Minto Flats of central 

Alaska in June of 1988.



Swan # 113, a large 

male, was released 

on North Chippewa 

Lake at the Tamarac 

National Wildlife 

Refuge in NW 

Minnesota on May 

23, 1990. 



35 years  and a half million dollars after  Minnesota’s 

Trumpeter Swan Restoration Plan was written in 1982, the 

swans are back!



CITIZEN SCIENCE: A LIFELONG 

EXTENSION OF CHILDHOOD 

CURIOSITY ABOUT NATURE 



PLEASE REMEMBER 

THE NONGAME 

WILDLIFE CHECKOFF 

AT TAX TIME!







Henderson Birding 

64 International Trips 

1987-2017







21. ONE OF THE 

GREATEST TECHNIQUES 

FOR A WILDLIFE 

PHOTOGRAPHER IS TO 

SIT DOWN!!! 

MAKE YOURSELF 

SMALLER SO YOU 

DON’T SCARE THE 

WILDLIFE. 

Blend in with the habitat. 

























Dripper site at “Wild Boar Cave” Cayo Coco. Sit down/ wait quietly. 
























