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Comfort

Classroom Management

Content

Kids 

love 

doing 

science!
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Will kids do better 

in science if they 

do more 

science?



With so many choices, 

where do you start kids in 

Citizen Science?

Learning Inspired Through Nature



Step I: Don’t!
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1. Start as a curious adult.

• Belwin’s phenology program

• Belwin’s bluebird recovery program

• UMN D2D2 Program
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Step 2: easy. rain gauges

Investment

$42

1.5 hour startup

1x / day
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Investment

• $30

• 5-hour startup

• 1x / week

easy. frost tubes
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easy. tulips

Investment

$32

2-hour startup

3x / year
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layer it up - tulips



Learning Inspired Through Nature

Step 3: moderate. eBird

Pros Cons

Best CitSci App

Best CitSci Data 

Analysis

Need Binoculars

More knowledge = 

better experiences



moderate. 
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Step 3: Moderate Pollinators
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Pollinator Gardens

1. “What do you do when they attack?”

 Saint Paul students at Belwin

2. “Can you hunt here?”

 Stillwater students at Belwin



Step 4: Challenge! Dragonflies
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Phenology – the dream



Phenology. easy. 

Chilling Experiment

Yes.

(student response)

Learning Inspired Through Nature



Major obstacles
Entering student 

observations into CitSci apps 

 Creating an Account

 Student contact info

 Internet access in the field

 Sharing observations

 Student accuracy
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Phenology – Solution (phinally)!
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Happy Scientists!

Thank you UMN 

D2D2 Program!

Rob Blair 

Karen Oberhauser

Sarah Weaver

Chris Buyarski

Rebecca 

Montgomery

Andrea Lorek Straus


